The Royal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh has enjoyed a continuous existence as a corporate body since 1505. It may justly claim to be one of the oldest surgical corporations in the world. The Barber Surgeons of Edinburgh were formally incorporated as a Craft Guild of the city and this recognition is embodied in the Seal of Cause or Charter of Privileges which was granted to the Barber Surgeons by the Town Council of Edinburgh on 1st July 1505. The Seal of Cause is a remarkable document. It clearly established the role of the Incorporation of Barber Surgeons as a body concerned with the maintenance and promotion of the highest standards of surgical practice and this remains the prime purpose of the great international surgical brotherhood of the Royal College which has developed from the Incorporation. The Seal of Cause conferred various privileges upon the Incorporation, including the exclusive right of its members to practise surgery in Edinburgh and surrounding districts, but in return for these privileges, it imposed certain crucially important duties and obligations. The most important of these, which remains entirely appropriate to this day, is stated very clearly in the Seal of Cause, "that na maner of persoun occupie nor vse ony poyntis of our said craftis of Surregenie ... bott gif he be first frieman and burges of the samyn, and that he be worthy and expert in all the poyntis belangand the saidis craftis diligentlie and avysitly examinit and admittit be the maisters of the said mcraft ... that he knaw anotamell, nature and complexion of euery member humanis bodie, and inlykewayes he knaw all the vaynis of the samyn ... for euery man aucht to knaw the nature and substance of euery thing that he werkis, or ellis he is negligent." From its earliest origins the College has been an examining body principally concerned with the setting and maintenance of professional standards. Another vitally important obligation laid upon the Barber Surgeons was that of ensuring that all who practise the craft should be able to read and write and this literacy requirement is the earliest of any comparable professional body.
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IA IN MacLAREN
Regent, Royal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh c/o T h e R oyal M edical S ociety o f E dinburgh, 5/5 B risto S quare, E D IN B U R G H , E H 8 9A L
T h e R oyal C o lleg e o f S u rg eo n s o f E din b u rg h h as enjoyed a continuous ex isten ce as a co rp o rate b o d y since 1505. It m ay ju stly claim to be one o f the o ld est su rg ical co rp o ratio n s in the w orld. T he B arb er S urg eo n s o f E dinburgh w ere fo rm ally in co rporated as a C raft G uild o f the city and th is reco g n itio n is em b o d ied in the S eal o f C a u se or C h arter o f P rivileges w h ich w as g ra n te d to th e B a rb e r S u rg e o n s b y th e T ow n C o u n c il o f E din b u rg h o n 1 st Ju ly 1505. T h e Seal o f C au se is a rem arkable docum ent. It clearly estab lish ed the role o f the Incorporation o f B arb er S urgeons as a bo d y co n cern ed w ith th e m ain ten an ce an d p ro m o tio n o f the highest stan d ard s o f su rgical practice and this rem ains the prim e purpose o f the g reat intern atio n al su rgical b ro therhood o f th e R oyal C ollege w h ich has develo p ed from the Incorp o ration. T h e Seal o f C au se co nferred various p riv ileg es u p o n the In co rp o ration, inclu d in g the ex clu siv e right o f its m em b ers to practise su rg ery in E dinburgh and su rro u n d in g districts, but in retu rn for th ese p riv ileg es, it im posed certain cru cially im portant duties an d o b lig atio n s. T h e m o st im p o rtan t o f these, w hich rem ain s entirely ap p ro p riate to this day, is stated v ery clearly in the Seal o f C ause, " that na m an er o f p ersoun o ccu p ie n o r vse ony poyntis o f ou r said craftis o f S u rre g e n ie ... b o tt g if h e be first friem an and burges o f the sam yn, and that he be w o rth y and ex p ert in all the p o y n tis belangand the sa id is craftis d ilig en tlie and av y sitly ex am in it and adm ittit be the m aisters o f the said c raft ... th at h e knaw an o tam ell, nature and com plexion o f euery m em b er hum an is bod ie, and in ly k ew ay es he knaw all the vay n is o f the sam yn ... for eu ery m an au ch t to knaw th e nature and su b stan ce o f euery thing that he w erkis, o r ellis he is neg lig en t." From its earliest origins the C ollege has b een a n e x a m in in g b o d y p rin c ip a lly c o n c e rn e d w ith th e se ttin g an d m a in te n a n c e o f p r o fe s s io n a l s ta n d a rd s . A n o th e r v ita lly im p o rta n t o bligation laid upon the B arb er S urgeons w as th at o f en su rin g that all w ho p ra c tise th e c ra ft sh o u ld be ab le to read and w rite an d th is lite ra c y requ irem en t is the earliest o f any com parable p rofessional body. G ilbert P rim rose, w ho w as elected D eacon o f the B arb er S urgeons on three separate occasions, w as appointed S urgeon to K ing Jam es VI o f S cotland and w hen th e K in g su cceed ed to the E nglish throne, in 1603, P rim rose w ent south w ith him and b ecam e C h ie f S urgeon to the R oyal H ousehold in L ondon. B ecause o f P rim ro se's p restig e and th e fo rce o f h is p ersonality, the statu s o f the Incorporation o f B arb er S urgeons becam e p ro g ressiv ely enhanced and, in 1583, it w as form ally recognised by the T o w n C o u n c il a s th e p r e m ie r c ra ft g u ild . S e v e ra l m e m b e rs o f th e Inco rp o ratio n gained w id e ex p erien ce o f m ilitary su rg ery th ro u g h serv ice w ith various E uropean arm ies durin g the T h irty Y ears W ar and m any oth ers later served in the S cottish C ov en an tin g arm ies o f th e 1640s.
B y the end o f th e 16th C entury, a distinction had developed betw een the B arbers, w h o sim p ly cut and shaved hair, and the B arb er S urgeons, w ho also practised the m ore skilled craft o f blood letting and o th er fo rm s o f surgery. T he S urgeons g rad u ally abandoned hair cu ttin g and shaving, but frequent d isputes arose betw een the tw o b ranches o f the Incorporation co n cern in g the rightful scope o f th eir w ork.
D uring the first tw o centuries o f its existence, the Incorporation o f Surgeons adm itted to m em bership those apprentices w ho had b een train ed fo r six y e a rs b y m aste r su rg eo n s and w h o h ad g iv en sa tisfa c to ry serv ice. A sta tu to ry fee had to be paid and the asp irin g surgeon w as required to produce his 'tic k e t' as a B urgess o f the C ity o f E dinburgh, b ut the m ost im portant condition o f entry w as the passing o f an exam ination, conducted by th e senior m em bers o f th e Incorporation.
In 1647 the Incorporation acquired for the first tim e a p erm anent m eeting place by ren tin g three ro o m s o f a tenem ent in D ick so n 's C lose. L ater, after jo in in g forces w ith the A pothecaries, the Incorporation laid out in th eir g ro u n d s at C u rrieh ill, the first E dinburgh P hysic G arden. In this w ere g ro w n all k inds o f m edicinal herbs w h ich en ab led the S urgeon A pothecaries to train th eir apprentices in the recognition o f the plants w hich form ed the basis o f M ateria M edica at that tim e. In 1695, the Incorporation w as granted a new ch arter by K ing W illiam III an d Q u een M ary, w h ich c o n firm e d the ju ris d ic tio n o f th e S u rg e o n -A p o th ecaries o v er the p ractice o f su rg ery in E dinburgh and the so u th e a s t o f S c o tla n d . T h e c h a r te r a ls o c o n f irm e d th e I n c o r p o r a tio n 's resp o n sib ility for anatom ical teaching and this prom pted it to apply to the T ow n C ouncil for m ore bodies for dissection. T his w as approved on the condition that the Incorporation provided an anatom ical theatre. By 1697 " O ld S u rg e o n s' H all" , in H igh School Yards, w as com pleted and the first public d issections took place in 1703. 
